
February 14,2011 

Michael Baes (mbaes@oehha.ca.gov) 
Pesticide and Environmental Toxicology Branch 
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
1515 Clay St., 16th floor 
Oakland, California 94612 

Re: Revised Draft Public Health Goal for Hexavalent Chromium in Drinking Water 

Dear Mr. Baes: 

The City of Riverside appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed public health goal 
(PHG) for hexavalent chromium in drinking water. The City of Riverside is the largest City in inland 
southern California, serving approximately 300,000 customers through 63,500 water service 
connections, within a service area of 75 square miles. 

Riverside is an active member of the Association of California Water Agencies, (ACWA). We fully 
support the comments submitted by ACWA regarding the proposed hexavalent chromium PHG, and 
incorporate them herein to this comment letter by reference. In addition, we have the following 
comments regarding the proposed hexavalent chromium PHG. 

Draft PHG Report Develo~ment Process 

The two previous releases of the draft PHG reports for hexavalent chromium by OEHHA met with 
opposition by stakeholders concerned with the proposed level. Each of these occasions led to 
external scientific peer reviews of the OEHHA report and a lower PHG of 0.06 ppb was subsequently 
issued. Riverside supported an effort by ACWA to request an external peer review of the revised 
draft PHG of 0.06 ppb. OEHHA ultimately issued its current revised draft PHG of 0.02 ppb, citing 
updated information regarding sensitive sub-populations. Riverside requests clarification on 
whether the revision was based in response to the peer review and public comments, or if OEHHA 
was concurrently considering their own 2009 report regarding effects of early in life exposures to 
hexavalent chromium. 

Consideration of Available Human Health Risk Assessment Data 

ACWA is preparing detailed comments for OEHHA1s consideration regarding the National Toxicology 
Program (NTP) study that was used by OEHHA in developing the draft PHG. Riverside supports 
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