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Your Trusted Community Utility 

February 15,201 1 

Michael Baes (mbacs@oeIitia.ca.gov) 
Pesticide and Environnlental Toxicology Branch 
Office of Enviro~nnental Health Hazard Assessment 
California Environn~ental Protection Agency 
1515 Clay St., 16th floor 
Oakland, California 9461 2 

Re: Revised Draft Public Health Goal for Hexavalent Chromiutn in Drinking Water 

Dear Mr. Baes: 

Glendale Water and Power (GWP) appreciates the opportunity to provide com~nents on the 
revised draft Public Health Goal (PHG) for hexavalent cliromium (also luiown as chromium 6) in 
drinking water. Glendale Water has been dealing with hexavalent chromium in a portion of its 
groundwater supply. Glendale currently has two denlonstration-scale studies underway to 
evaluate treatment for the removal of c l~on i iun~  6 froni raw water supplies. 

GWP believes that through the entire regulatory process the California Department of Public 
Health will be able to set a protective and enforceable public health standard for cllro~niun~ 6 i11 
drillking water that is based on the best available scientific data. We recognize tlie conlplexity of 
extrapolating data from animal feeding stitdies to predict potential 11uma1i health risks and 
acknowledge the assunlptions and consel-vative approaches that n~ust  be used to extrapolate 
levels of a contaminant used in animal feeding studies that are hundreds if not thousa~lds of tinies 
higher than levels found in the anibient environment. If scientists did not expose ani~nals to 
extren~ely 11igIi levels of c l~ro~i~ium 6 and instead exposed aninials to levels similar to those 
found in tlie e~iviro~nnent, there would be no tumors produced and no evidence of 
carcinogenicity. 

Iniportaut to Distinguish Between PHG and MCL 
We appreciate OEHHA's efforts to distinguish between a PHG and the enforceable nlaxiniuni 
contaniinant level (MCL). We are, however, concer~led with the ongoing confusion in our 
con~n~unities and aniong elected officials as to what a PHG means and the n~iscllaracterization by 
some who describe the PHG as a dividing line between safe and non-safe water. As OEHHA has 
clearly stated in several written positions, a PHG does not distinguish between safe and non-safe 
levels but rather is the first, albeit imnportant, step of a process to establish an enforceable 
staadard. Along those lines, GWP staff appreciated the recent comments of Mr. Robert Howd, 
OEHHA, to the Desert Dispatch newspaper regarding health effects of low levels of CrVI: 
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